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NOTES from the Top 

HDRA is an all-volunteer neighborhood organization of full time residents that reside 
within the boundaries of the Downtown Historic District of New Bern as recognized by the 
US Department of the Interior. HDRA is focused on building a vibrant community that 
reflects our shared love for the historic place we call home. As a member you will have 
many opportunities to volunteer along with neighbors with similar interests for community 
activities through both committee work and individual events. Every year we come 
together for up to four general membership meetings where we share information and 
learn about issues that involve our city and neighborhood as well as social and community 
events throughout the year to have fellowship with our member friends and neighbors. The Downtown Historic 
District benefits from neighbors knowing neighbors.   ~ Mike Ruff 
 
 

First up President Mike Ruff thinks Why HDRA?    
 
A couple who met in Florida have moved into 715 
Craven Street. We welcome Tim and Jennifer Daly, 
our newcomers. 
 

The William Hollister House, 613 Broad Street, is the 
new home of Bill Cobb and Rachel Hall, and their 
beloved dog, Atticus. The renovation of this house is a 
tribute to the downtown. 
 

We offer a salute to our many downtown dogs in a 
photo collection - "Downtown Dogs and the Company 
They Keep." 
 

The picnic coming up is led by a group of five, four of 
whom posed recently. Remember that date - Sunday, 
October 3, at the Johnson Street mini-park - HDRA 
history beckons. 
 

The Sampson Cafe on Queen Street opened in 
January. We salute this enterprise and wish it well.   
 

The NOTES staff regrets the departure of Nancy and 
Joel Curé, who supplied the photos for this issue, from 
on-call NOTES photography. We wish them well in 
future service to their adopted home. Betsy Clagett 
published this issue. 
 

In This Issue 

 

Mike Ruff 

HDRA President 
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Sunrise over the Neuse at Union Point (Curé photo) 
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Newcomers 

Tim and Jennifer (Jen) Daly bring craftsmanship, 
a Florida flamboyance, a love of the water, and 
his-and-her Jeeps to a unique house in downtown 
New Bern.   
 

Not newcomers to the area, they have lived in 
three other locations in and around New Bern. 
They moved into 715 Craven Street a year ago.  
 

A bit different, the house doesn't sit on Craven 
Street, but behind 711Craven St.  "We love that 
feature," Tim Daly said. An apparent cul-de-sac - 
actually a long driveway - makes the structure 
worth finding, which old house lovers did so a few 
years ago on a Spring Homes Tour. The house 
was once an ell to a house at 403 Queen Street. 
It was detached and moved in the 1980s. 
 

Tim builds tuna towers under contract for what 
was Hatteras Yachts. A tuna tower is a type of 
rigging made of polished stainless steel 
which provides an elevated deck.   
 

Jennifer is a receptionist at Sumrell Sugg  
Attorneys at Law. She may be remembered by 
New Bern Library-goers as a former reference 
librarian.   
 

The Dalys met in Florida at a spring gathering in 
Ft. Lauderdale. "I liked the cut of his jib," Jennifer 
said. Judging by the front porch flags and outdoor 
tiki garden complete with recycled surf boards, 
they have brought a piece of Florida to the down-
town.  
 

If you see them riding bikes, which they do often, 
give them a smile - they likely will smile back. An 
Australian sheep dog is their current beloved 
companion. 

September 2021 

Clockwise from top: Tim and Jennifer Daly 
on their front porch; the Daly’s below their 
flags; the side yard tiki garden. 
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Renovation 
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A Trace of Something in the Air 
 
On a recent visit, two things struck me about the renovation of 
the William Hollister House, 613 Broad Street. 
 

One is the re-building of the much noticed retaining wall on 
Broad.   
 

The other is the sense of wonder the new owners have about the 
house - nay the fun they had doing it, despite the hoops to pass 
through, the cost over-runs, the delays, the headaches - which 
came from restoring one of New Bern's finest houses.   
 

The new owners are Bill Cobb and Rachel Hall, formerly of Char-
lotte, to which it might be added, as occupant, if not part-
owner, Atticus, a beloved and loving English Labrador.     
 

On a tour of the house, Cobb and Hall explained the pains they 
took to meet the standards of renovation, and the help they re-
ceived from Tryon Palace - who owned the house from the mid-
90s until Cobb and Hall bought it - Preservation North Carolina, 
Peter Sandbeck, John Wood, the New Bern Preservation Foun-
dation, Jim Hodges at the New Bern Historical Society, and oth-
ers. 
 

Of many tributes to the past the two made, one was the restora-
tion of a band of flowers, plastered below the crown molding in 
the front parlor. "It was painted over so heavily you could not see 
the artwork," Rachel said.   
 

The two met while undergraduates at Davidson College. He owns 
a debt-collection agency; she is an attorney who counsels banks. 
They have lived in the house since 2021.   
 

Built in the 1840s, the house stayed in the Hollister family until 
1994, although Rachel thinks one former resident may not have 
left. “It’s the faint trace of perfume - jasmine I believe -  I notice on 
any given morning,” she said. Any ghostly concern about the fu-
ture care of this treasure of a house is misplaced. 
 

And Atticus, by the way, is named for the hero in To Kill a Mock-
ingbird. He made us feel welcome and bears his name well. 

From top clockwise: Rachel Hall,  
Bill Cobb and Atticus by the Broad 
Street entrance; Bill Cobb by a re-
taining wall; the three in the front 
parlor, under the floral plaster work 
overhead. 
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The committee of HDRA  
picnic organizers pose at the 
site of the Sunday, October 3, 
event. They are as pictured left 
to right: Maxine Weisman, Don 
Jessup, Kumi Anzalone, and 
Dottie Corning. Not pictured is 
Betsy Clagett.  

 

To purchase tickets, go to the Contact tab of the HDRA website for a 

credit card payment link. Payments by check may be mailed to 

HDRA, PO Box 442, New Bern, NC 28560 or dropped in the front door 

mail slot at 213 Johnson Street. Payments must be received by Sep-

tember 25 for planning purposes. HDRA members are welcome to 

bring a neighbor as their guest.  

 

Steven Bell, Esq. is a generous event sponsor. 

Picnic Planners 

Hollister Notes - a postscript 
 

William Hollister, a transplant in 
the late 18th century from Con-
necticut, became a leading mer-
chant when New Bern was a 
prominent North Carolina 
city. Individual wealth in the ante-
bellum South was measured in 
the number of slaves a family 
owned, and the Hollister family 
owned 26 about the time the 
Broad Street House was built, 
many of them skilled craftsmen 
and women who were rented out 
to other businesses. Seven were 
house servants in 613 
Broad Street. Where these seven 
slept and kept quarters is intri-
guing. According to a Tryon Pal-
ace source and land records, a 
carriage house once existed on 
the lot - but no cabins. A dry walk
-in cellar and a walk-in attic made 
sleeping arrangements possible 
inside the house. Slave labor 
helped build the house and con-
tributed to the details which make 
it exquisite. Where the servants 
who tended children, cooked the 
food and cleaned, slept, is a mat-
ter of conjecture. William Hollister 
was in his 60s when the house 
was finished in the early 1840s, 
and died shortly afterward. It 
stayed in the Hollister family until 
the 1990s when Tryon Palace 
acquired it for preservation.     
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Boo, a Scotch terrier,  
with Robbie Millns 

Suzie, a Lhasa Apso, and  
Spencer, a Jack Russell  

terrier-Shih Tzu mix,  
with Jim Schout 

Gummy, a basset-beagle mix, 
with Margaret Fletcher 

Sophie, a mixed breed, 
with Tom Sporn 

Zeus, a Great Pyrenees,  
with Krista and David Callender 

HDRA residents are often known to other residents by the 
dogs they are seen walking. The following collection is offered 
to credit the source of this community - the dogs themselves. 
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New York's Funniest Dishwasher  
 

I read with keen interest The Autobiography of Malcolm X (1965) 
back when it was first published. Malcolm was Malcolm Little before 
the name change and under the Little name knew Redd Foxx in 
Harlem in the 1940s. Little once described Foxx as "the funniest 
dishwasher in New York." The two worked together in the same 
establishment. 
 

I mention that because Redd Foxx's very successful television show 
"Sanford and Son," 1972-1977, is remembered in Sampson and Son 
Cafe by the similarity of name.     
 

My son and I ate at the cafe a short while ago. We had the breakfast 
platter- scrambled eggs, grits, a beef smoked sausage, and 
pancakes - all for the price of $7.00 each, $5.00 without pancakes.  
 

The beef sausage was delicious- the grits were southern-style- firm 
and just a little lumpy. (A bit of unsolicited advice: never attempt grits 
in Philadelphia where your grits will be watery, served with an odd 
expression, and the dishwasher will have no sense of humor.) 
 

While there, staff members busied themselves preparing a large take-
out order for another customer, a church matron picking up food for a 
repast- a meal served after a funeral.     
 

The three Sampsons are related to New Bern stalwarts Johnnie and 
Ethel Sampson. And KJ Sampson, a New Bern High School football 
standout, is a nephew and cousin.  
 
~ John Phaup 

Around Town 
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Sampson and Son,  
a new cafe,  

Brightens Queen Street 
 

Principals in a new cafe, 
Sampson and Son, 806 
Queen Street, are L-R: 
son Lester Sampson, 
Elton Sampson (behind) 
and, wife, Sandra 
Sampson. After a year's 
planning and remodeling, 
the cafe opened in Janu-
ary. Elton Sampson has 
been in food service for 
20 years. The cafe trade 
is a mix of walk-ins, and  
catering.   

 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Historic District Residents  
Association Board of Directors 

 

Mike Ruff, President  
Dottie Corning, Vice President 

Betsy Clagett, Treasurer 
Rusty Ingram, Secretary 

 

Peggy Broadway 
Appearance Committee 

 

Lynn Hand 
Membership Committee, Co-chair 

 

Rick Krauss 
Government Outreach Committee 

 

Joe Kull 
Community Outreach Community 

 

John Phaup 
Newsletter Editor 

 

Randy Straight 
Business Outreach Committee 

 

Dexter Tatum  
Membership Committee Co-chair 

 

Website 
https://www.newbern-hdra.com 

 

To become a member, 
 go to our website and click on the 

Become A Member link.  
Due to COVID-19, 2021 dues were 

waived. Please submit a  
completed application form for  

new membership.  
 
 

Mailing address 
P.O. Box 442 

New Bern, NC 28560 
 
 

https://www.mountvernonathome.org

