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In This Issue 

A lovely chaperone from the dog world, Sweet Pea, 
introduces her companions in Newcomer.   
 

John and Cheryl Young completed another 
renovation, this time on East Front Street. John 
Young is the House Whisperer. 
 

Mike Ruff reports on the year ending in Notes From 
the Top. 
 

Christmas lights and displays photos are by Laura 
Overman. A Trolley Ride and Phoenix Rising 
precede mention of a mathematician-physicist who 
turned 90 years old recently. Celebrate longevity 
with Roy Jackson at a porch party in his honor. 
 

FAQ (Frequently Asked Questions) was suggested 
by the New Bern Historical Society, Letter Rip, and 

memories of the picnic follow in that order.   
 

Elton Sampson and his family’s restaurant, 
Sampson and Son, were featured in our September 
newsletter. Sadly Elton Sampson, 59, passed away 
on September 21 from COVID-19. 
Sampson's dream of opening a cafe with his family 
came true in January. It lasted, for him, less than a 
year. Sampson and Son continues in operation. We 
extend our condolences to the Sampson family. 
 

Photographs are by Laura Overman, Betsy Clagett, 
Joel and Nancy Curé, and John Phaup. All text is by 
John Phaup, pbsjphaup@aim.com, unless 
otherwise noted. 
 

(Downtown Dogs will return in Spring, 2022.) 
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Sunrise over the Neuse at Union Point (Curé photo) 

AT HOUSES AND SHOPS AS CHRISTMAS APPROACHES 

Laura Overman photos 
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Newcomers: Sweet Pea and Friends 

I like downtown parties, especially those in 
the early fall when the heat begins to wane.  
 

On one porch recently I met two families - 
not exactly newcomers - more like return-
ees. 
 

One of those two families has been back to 
New Bern two-and-a-half years and lives in 
the John Ives House on Johnson Street, 
known for its stunning second floor, front, 
bay window. 
 

They are Mary and Eric Ringwalt. Their ac-
tivities lately, between them, include jog-
ging, walking Sweet Pea (a lively mixed 
breed), playing tennis, and kite board-
ing. Kite boarding for the uninitiated can be 
thought of as parachuting in reverse.  
 

Eric is a semi-retired anesthesiologist who 
maintains a limited schedule with a clinic in 
Racine, Wisconsin, from which they re-
turned.   
 

Mary worked part-time as an attorney in the 
mid-1990s for the Pollock Street firm 
of  Harris, Creech, Ward, and Blackerby dur-
ing their first stay in New Bern. (She later 
taught college in Wisconsin.) Eric practiced 
with the venerable David Eckberg, MD, dur-
ing their first stay. They met at Davidson 
College. 
 

Among the nonprofits they support are the 
Craven Literacy Council (where Mary tu-
tors); the Colonial Capital Humane Society 
(where they adopted Sweet Pea); and the 
Christ Church Growing in Grace program.  
 

If you see Sweet Pea, stop and make her 
acquaintance (and that of the company she 
keeps.) Thanks to that early fall porch party, 
I subsequently did just that. 
 

A warm welcome back to them.   
 

December 2021 

Sweet Pea is seen, above, proudly between Eric and 
Mary Ringwalt; below, her friends appear without her.   
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Renovation 
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House Whisperer 
 

Cheryl and John Young have now completed and live in their fourth 
house renovation in New Bern since coming here from Raleigh ten years 
ago.   
 

It was almost a non-starter. They closed the purchase of 616-618 East 
Front Street just days before Hurricane Florence hit New Bern in Sep-
tember 2018. Had the closing been a few days after Florence, it probably 
would not have happened, according to Cheryl.   
 

Now known as of one the Blades Houses, this building, built as a duplex 
in 1893, housed two families, one of them the William Blades family for 
one year. After 1914 it was solely owned by J. Vernon Blades. He, and 
later his son, lived in the house until 1940. After this tenure it became 
known as a Blades House. 
 

Four Blades brothers, transplants from Maryland, came here in the last 
decades of the nineteenth century and built or acquired sawmills which 
made the family fortune. The choice lumber used to build the East Front 
Street House is still very much evident.   
 

"We made the necessary structural repairs and changed the mechani-
cals," John Young said, but otherwise "listened to the house, what it told 
us about the original floorplan and the adaptations over the years."  Lis-
tening to Young's philosophy of renovation, I had the eerie sense of a 
house whisperer communing with ghosts. 
 

He is a former staff member of the NC General Assembly. She is an environmental chemist who worked on 
issues of ground water pollution for the state of North Carolina.   
 

The two completed eleven house renovations in the Raleigh area. John Young found freedom in doing reno-
vations in Raleigh which he did not enjoy as a General Assembly staffer.   
 

And the near non-starter, started, despite eight inches of water in the first floor after Florence. Those ghosts 
of years past likely applaud the Youngs for saving the house they share. I could almost hear them.   

 

Cheryl and John Young stand at 
the front door of their latest reno-
vation on East Front Street.  

316-318 East Front St; front left; rear right.  
All photos by Laura Overman. 
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NOTES from the Top 

Occasionally, we get an opportunity to congratulate folks for accomplishing the near 
impossible. 
 

As we seated new members in January, 2021, the HDRA board immediately identified 
that the most significant challenge facing us was to keep members engaged even 
though we couldn’t stage many of the social events that helped hold us together as a 
downtown community. The board felt that three elements were crucial- waive dues for 
the 2021 calendar year; continue both residential and business membership 
recruitment; and publish a newsletter.  
 

Thanks to John Phaup and Betsy Clagett (and Nancy and Joel Curé) who were the point 
of the spear for the HDRA NOTES Newsletter. Laura Overman recently joined the NOTES staff as a 
photographer.  
 

Lynn Hand and Dexter Tatum drove an active new member campaign. The metrics show that we 
pushed the membership number forward. 
 

The number of households who are HDRA members increased by 10% from 183 to 201 during 2021 
while the total membership increased from 317 to 352, up 11%. Even the business-friends membership 
increased by nearly 8% from 45 to 49. (Because the total number of residential units is obscure, we 
can’t guess at the level of saturation this represents.) 
 

We hope that we can make it easier to maintain this upward trend for 2022. The Board has 
recommended business dues of $25 and resident dues of $30 for the coming year, with renewal in 
December. And we have tried to make it easier with an online registration and payment, as well as a 
membership renewal form that can printed to fill out and mail in with your membership fee.  ~ Mike Ruff 
 

 

Mike Ruff 
HDRA President 
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I am a fan of Paul Switzer, pictured in the pho-
to above. He is a retired Navy physician, and tour 
guide for the New Bern Trolley tour of downtown 
New Bern. 
 

I took the tour recently and remembered Switzer, 
our guide, as a past presenter at a New Bern 
Historical Society program (about gas lights on 
the streets of the downtown.)   
 

During the tour with fifteen or so visitors I listened 
to Switzer's summary of New Bern's history. It 
made me want to learn more.   
 

For instance John Wright Stanley sided with the 
revolutionaries in the 1770s and became a li-
censed pirate, known as a privateer. I wonder 
what Stanley's crew did to the merchant seaman 
and passengers whom they captured. (He was 

On a representative tour are, L-R, Wayne 
Miller, trolley driver; Steve and Paula Mink, 
transplants from AZ now living in Fairfield 
Harbour; Hailee Fischer, 12, visitor from NJ; 
and Marie Veechio, another tour guide. 

Paul Switzer 

The Phoenix Rises 

Board members of the Duffyfield Phoenix Project, and a 
representative of its co-sponsor, Habitat for Humanity of 
Craven County (HFHCC), stand behind a map (of a 
clean-up target area) in Henderson Field Pavilion, Duffy-
field, on a blustery day in November. 
 

They are, L-R, Terre Holloway, Jim Schout, Antoinette 
Boskey-Chadwick (Neighborhood Revitalization Director 
for HFHCC), Anne Schout, and Pastor Robert Johnson 
The Schouts live downtown. For more information con-
tact Anne Schout: anneschout@gmail.com or Pastor 
Johnson: pastorjohnson9592@yahoo.com. 

Trolley Tour licensed to prey on British shipping by the Continental 
Congress. He was still a pirate to the Brits.)   
 

Charlotte Rhone's role as a  hotelier was men-
tioned. Rhone, a black woman, established the Rhone 
Hotel on Queen Street in the early twentieth century, 
which was listed in The Green Book, a guide 
for African American travelers who came to New Bern 
and found segregated hotels. Switzer mentioned this 
but was, I think, misunderstood. Visitors thought that 
the Rhone Hotel was in the recent movie "The Green 
Book," which it wasn't. 
 

Switzer's summary of New Bern's past was balanced 
and fair. I think visitors who took the ride came away 
with a broader view of New Bern, if not South-
ern, history. I know I did.   
 

mailto:anneschout@gmail.com
mailto:pastorjohnson9592@yahoo.com
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Mickey Miller, Executive Director of the New Bern 
Historical Society (NBHS), commented that 
sometimes her organization receives questions 
from the public that are important but not exactly in 
NBHS’s purview. She suggested we might want to 
address this recent query: Can work trailers be left 
unattended on New Bern city streets?  
 

The answer is no, not legally. The meter maids and 
men who enforce two-hour parking do not 
also enforce this parking code. If an unattached 
trailer is left on a city street it is (unofficially) up to a 
resident to register a complaint with the New Bern 
Police who likely will sticker the trailer for removal.   
 

From city codes -  
 

Prohibited parking purposes -  
 

Storage of any detached trailer or van, when the 
towing unit has been disconnected, or for the 
purpose of transferring merchandise or freight 
from one vehicle to another. 
 

Source - online Municode Library of New Bern City 
codes Sec. 70-216 
 

(Thanks to the New Bern Library Reference Desk, 
and the staff of the New Bern Public Works 
Department for help in answering this question.)   
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Historic District Residents  
Association Board of Directors 

 

Mike Ruff, President  
Dottie Corning, Vice President 

Betsy Clagett, Treasurer 
Rusty Ingram, Secretary 

 

Peggy Broadway 
Appearance Committee 

 

Lynn Hand 
Membership Committee, Co-chair 

 

Rick Krauss 
Government Outreach Committee 

 

Joe Kull 
Community Outreach Community 

 

John Phaup 
Newsletter Editor 

 

Randy Straight 
Business Outreach Committee 

 

Dexter Tatum  
Membership Committee Co-chair 

 

Website 
https://www.newbern-hdra.com 

 

To become a member, 
 go to our website and click on the 

Become A Member link.  
Due to COVID-19, 2021 dues were 

waived. Please submit a  
completed application form for  

new membership.  
 
 

Mailing address 
P.O. Box 442 

New Bern, NC 28560 
 

Frequently Asked Questions 

 
Roy Jackson, a resident of the 
300-block of Johnson Street, re-
cently turned 90 years old. He is 
shown in a photo by Nancy and 
Joel Curé at a party in his honor 
given by Carolyn and Charles Pe-
terson.   
 

Born in England, Jackson served 
on the faculty of the University of 
Edinburgh before immigrating to 
teaching posts (in theoretical 
physics) at Cal Tech and Prince-
ton. He has lived in New Bern for 
22 years. He enjoys the math in-
volved in physics-in-theory, once 
describing it as a form of philoso-
phy.  
 

Of Note 

Roy Jackson 

Jackson paints landscapes, 
supports the English Speak-
ing Union, and plans to reach 
his 91st birthday. 

https://www.mountvernonathome.org


Letter Rip 
 

I searched by phone recently for brochures about 
New Bern's several walking tours. Despite calling 
three likely sources I repeatedly ended up in a 
communication dead-end. 
 

By that I mean I repeatedly reached a recorded 
message that told me that "to reach my party" I 
should "dial by name"- to quote the recording. 
 

Since I was calling for information about where to 
pick up brochures, and not trying to reach a partic-
ular person, I was at a loss as I had no name to 
dial. 
 

The recorded message was unrelenting. It allowed 
no bypass by hitting "O", and it took no message 
where I could state my need. 
 

This happened in calls to the Visitors Center, the 
Convention Center, and the Chamber of Com-
merce, although at the Chamber I was answered 
by a live person who promptly transferred me to 
the "Welcome Center" where I did not feel wel-
come at all since I got the same "dial by name" 
message. 
 

May I suggest that if I had been a tourist seeking 
information, I would be under-whelmed by those 
catering to New Bern's visitors. As it was I am a 
resident who is under-whelmed by those catering 
to an important part of our economy. 
 

And by the way - the ticket office of Tryon Palace 
does not have the brochures I was looking for. I 
found that out by an in-person visit. ~ John Phaup  

NEW BERN CHRISTMAS AT NIGHT 

OCTOBER PICNIC 
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Center photo of musician Paul  
Deering. Photos by Joel and 
Nancy Curé. 


