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NOTES from the Top 

I am Mike Ruff, president of the Historic Downtown Residents Association (HDRA). My 
wife, Suzanne, and I live at 510 Craven Street, a house known in recent New Bern 
history as that formerly lived in by Kay Williams, once Tryon Palace director.   
 

I am honored to be serving as president. This is our second issue of NOTES, an online 
newsletter begun earlier this year. I hope you enjoy it. If you have ideas for future issues, 
or any other comments, contact me at mruff@conconllc.net. 
 

News for HDRA: In conjunction with the New Bern Historical Society, HDRA has become the go-to source for 
historically verified, wood house plaques (shadow boxes) seen displayed on many historic district houses. 
HDRA has coordinated with local businesses for box production and Suzanne Ruff researches the houses’ 
history for inclusion on the signs. Interested? See page 5 for more details. 
 

Soon you will be noticing some of the new HDRA yard signs posted in our community. These signs were 
purchased by the Board to attract new neighbors to join HDRA and former members to rejoin. Now is the 
perfect time to become a member as there are no dues in 2021 (one-time). Details follow on page 5. 
 

With an improved COVID situation here, I look forward to the resumption of general meetings, a former 
mainstay of our activities many members enjoyed. Plans are underway now for a fall picnic organized by board 
member Dottie Corning and her committee. Hope to see you there. 
 

Mike Ruff, HDRA president, leads off NOTES with 
some notes of his own. We will continue this 
presidential summary of HDRA activities in future 
newsletters. 
 

Joel and Nancy Curé, Alabama transplants, are 
featured as newcomers. The two enjoy a passion for 
photography which they put to good use for HDRA.   
 

Our renovation salute goes to the Earl of Craven 
Questers, a preservation group dedicated in New Bern 
to the repair and upkeep of the Cedar Grove 
Cemetery. Nancy Mansfield and Leeann MacCabe 
lead the Questers. 
 

A New Bern group - Plein Air - sponsored the visit of 
artists who came to this area in May. One of the 
Curés’s photos captures an artist painting a house on 
East Front Street.   

We grieve with the Fred Smith family the loss of 
their daughter, Freda. Fred Smith is master of the King 
Solomon Lodge, being renovated jointly with the New 
Bern Preservation Foundation. Freda, Linda's Smith 
daughter, died in a car accident in April.  
 

Coming up in future issues of NOTES: a take on the 
trolley ride downtown; an account of a  
newcomer family on Craven Street; a look at a new 
cafe on Queen Street, and a visit to the 
Hollister House renovation on Broad Street. 
 

Reach me, John Phaup, at pbsjphaup@aim.com. I am 
better known as Margaret Fletcher’s husband. (Joel 
Curé is the photographer, except for private 
photographs, and Betsy Clagett published this issue.) 

In This Issue 
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Newcomers 

Joel and Nancy Curé are the HDRA 
Notes photographers, and unless  
otherwise stated, take all our newslet-
ter photos. 
 

They came to New Bern from Ala-
bama two years ago and live at 601 
Hancock Street. Dr. Curé is a semi-
retired neuroradiologist whose love of 
photography stems from his  under-
graduate days. He met Nancy at East-
ern Nazarene College, near Boston, 
which they both attended.  
 

The two of them, cameras and equip-
ment in hand, can be seen on any giv-
en day, walking the downtown streets 
looking for an interesting shot. 
 

Joel still interprets MRI and CT scans 
(Magnetic Resonance Imaging and 
Computed Tomography) remotely for 
the University of Alabama at Birming-
ham Hospital. 
 

If you see an interesting couple tak-
ing photos of cornices, yards, and  
sunrises, you may want to stop and 
speak. It could be the Curés 
(pronounce cu-rays) or you may have 
engaged two tourists.  
 

May your encounter go well - it will if 
you’ve met Joel and Nancy.  

 

Joel and Nancy Curé 

Nancy Mansfield and Leeann MacCabe are principals in the Earl of 
Craven Questers, a group that committed a dozen years ago to the 
preservation of the notable Cedar Grove Cemetery on Queen Street.   
  
The block stone arch behind them in one photo is a landmark in New 
Bern. The metal gate behind them in the other is a piece of "cemetery 
art" from years past.  
 

That gate has a bit of recent history. It had been stolen from Cedar 
Grove and, via the black market, landed in Charleston where it was for 
sale. The buyer noted markings, did some research, contacted the 
Questers, and returned it to the cemetery (for what he had paid.) 
  

“You could say we bought stolen property,” Mansfield said with a smile, 
"but it was important to preserve this fine piece of ironwork." 
  

The Questers have resumed public tours of Cedar Grove with the 
abatement of COVID-19. After a summer break, the tours will resume in 
September on the third Saturday of each month at four o’clock. The 
tours are free - but the interest they generate may not be - if they prompt 
a tour-goer to give to the preservation of what's been called "New Bern's 
outdoor museum." 
  

That metaphor is palpable, even in the landscape. Some of the cedars 
date from the beginnings of the cemetery when a yellow fever epidemic 
in the late18th century struck New Bern. Overwhelmed at the time when 
the graveyard was on the church's grounds, Christ Episcopal Church 
added what is now the old portion of Cedar Grove to serve as their new 
cemetery. The cemetery is now owned by the City of New Bern.  

Nancy Mansfield (left)  

and Leeann MacCabe  

 

Mystic Chords - The Earl of Craven Questers 
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Nancy Mansfield (left)  

and Leeann MacCabe  
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Twenty four artists from overseas and the United States 
converged on New Bern and environs during May 10-16, 2021.  

The hands of one of them, Karen Lee Crenshaw, are 
shown painting the Henry Bryan, Jr. House at 413 East Front 

Street. The newly incorporated Plein Air New Bern sponsored an 
event in which about 150 paintings were painted onsite of outdoor 

scenes - some of which were sold at auction. Plein air is an art 
movement which finds beauty in the outdoors - houses, gardens, 
landscapes. Downtown residents provided some of the housing 

for the participants. For more information contact Kippy 
Hammond (Bern Street) at khstudios4@gmail.com. 

Hands at Work 
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Questers (cont’d) 

 
In 1995, Peter Sandbeck, Paul Stephens, and Charles Francis wrote A Condition Assessment Study of Ce-
dar Grove Cemetery. It is available to read at the New Bern public library. (Privately printed, it is not availa-
ble online.) 
 

As part of their maintenance efforts, Mansfield and MacCabe suggest an adopt-a-grave program in which a 
family, perhaps of an ancestor, or a club or organization, adopts a grave for upkeep and repair. Guidelines 
for such would be worked out with the Questers, the party involved, and the city.  

mailto:khstudios4@gmail.com


For Love of Family 

 
Fred Smith is worshipful master of New Bern’s historic 
King Solomon Lodge No. 1 on Howard Street. Members 
of the Lodge and the New Bern Preservation Foundation 
are engaged in renovating this building which is home to 
the first Black Masonic Lodge established in North 
Carolina. 
 

In April Fred and his wife, Linda, experienced a huge loss 
when their daughter, Freda Meranda Smith, 42, a retired 
US Air Force servicewoman, died in South Carolina 
where she lived.  
 

Ties between the Smith family and downtown residents 
extend beyond the formal relations of the Lodge and New 
Bern Preservation Foundation.  
 

Years earlier Freda’s mom (and Fred’s wife), Linda, had 
helped HDRA member, Nikki Ingianni (210 New Street) 
through two very difficult times in her life. In the early 
2000s when Nikki could no longer care for her ailing 
father-in-law alone, certified nursing assistant (CNA) 
Linda Smith was assigned by a home health care agency 
to help with his care.  
 

Later when Nikki’s husband, Marty, was dying with 
cancer, Linda comforted Nikki at the hospital. Ingianni 
describes this support as way above the call of 
duty. After Linda spent a day with the dying Marty, Nikki 
was reminded how nursing often crosses the line from 
professional into personal relationships. Linda comforted 
Nikki by saying, "we are family" as they faced the painful 
situation together. 
 

Ingianni attended the funeral services for Freda Smith 
which were held in New Bern. After listening to 
the comments made at the services for Freda by 
commissioned and non-commissioned officers with 
whom she served, and knowing her parents, Nikki was 
reminded even more strongly of the strength and 
significance of Linda’s long ago comment, “we are 
family”.  
 

Freda Smith 

Nikki Ingianni 
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In Memory 
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Historic District Residents  
Association Board of Directors 

 

Mike Ruff, President  
Dottie Corning, Vice President 

Betsy Clagett, Treasurer 
Rusty Ingram, Secretary 

 
Peggy Broadway 

Appearance Committee 
 

Lynn Hand 
Membership Committee, Co-chair 

 

Rick Krauss 
Government Outreach Committee 

 

Joe Kull 
Community Outreach Community 

 

John Phaup 
Newsletter Editor 

 

Randy Straight 
Business Outreach Committee 

 

Dexter Tatum  
Membership Committee Co-chair 

 
Website 

https://www.newbern-hdra.com 
 

To become a member, 
 go to our website and click on the 

Become A Member link.  
Due to COVID-19, 2021 dues were 

waived. Please submit a  
completed application form for  

new membership.  
 
 

Mailing address 
P.O. Box 442 

New Bern, NC 28560 
 
 

Now That’s A Good-looking Sign! 
 

Have you noticed one of the new HDRA yard 
signs in a neighbor’s yard? The HDRA Board 
purchased a limited number of these signs to 
acquaint new downtowners with HDRA and re-
mind others to join HDRA. We hope you like 
them. 

Shadow Boxes 

Would you like to purchase a shadow box for 
your front door area? HDRA, in conjunction with 
the New Bern Historical Society, is now selling 
these plaques to historic district residents. These 
white wood shadow boxes measure 12"x24". 
The information on each plaque generally 
includes the name of the house (usually the first 
occupant), the date it was built, and any other 
pertinent information. Under the guidelines set 
by the New Bern Historical Society, HDRA 
member Suzanne Ruff will be researching 
historical information for accuracy. Signs cost 
$75 for HDRA members and $100 for non-
HDRA historic district residents. Interested? Email 
Suzanne Ruff at suz_ruff@bellsouth.net for more information. 

Let’s Get Social (Again) … Finally 
 
Early this fall, HDRA is planning its first social event since COVID hit. 
As event details for this picnic are finalized, we will keep you posted 
via email and the HDRA website will be updated with event news.  

Picnic planning is under the direction of Dottie Corning, Board Vice 
President. If you would like to help, please email Dottie at  
dottie.corning@gmail.com.  

 

Around Town 
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Friends of the Library New Bern Book Sale 
 
The Friends of the Library New Bern will hold their first book sale in 
over a year at a new location. The sale will be held Friday, August 6 - 
Sunday, August 8 at St. Paul Catholic Church’s Family Life Center, 
3005 Country Club Rd. Sale hours are: August 6 and 7, 9:00 am - 5:00 
pm and August 8, 12:30 - 4:30 pm. 

https://www.mountvernonathome.org
mailto:suz_ruff@bellsouth.net

